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Staffordshire 
Counfy Council 

PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY EVIDENCE FORM 

Questionnaire to be completed by the owner/occupier of land over which there is an alleged 
public right of way. 

The information requested in this statement is as a result of an application made to 
Staffordshire County Council ("OMA") for an Order to modify its Definitive Map and Statement 
of Public Rights of Way by adding or upgrading a public right of way over land which you may 
own or occupy, or may have owned or occupied in the past 

This statement is designed to assist the OMA with its investigation to determine whether or not 
the route applied for in the application is a public right of way. Until the OMA determines the 
application, its position is impartial. This statement is intended to provide preliminary evidence 
and, when the OMA commences detailed research, an officer may contact you to seek further 

. information or ask you to be interviewed about it. 

You are not compelled to answer every question. Nevertheless you should answer questions 
as fully as possible and not keep back any information, whether for or against the application. 
This is important if this information is to be of real value in establishing the status of the 
application route. The information given may be examined at a public inquiry. If you need more 
space please continue on a separate sheet which will need to be attached to this statement. 

If completing the statement by hand, please ensure it is written legibly and in black ink. 

Confidentiality - Please Read Carefully 

The information you give in this statement cannot be treated as confidential. 

• It may be necessary for the OMA to disclose information received from you to others, which
may include other local authorities, the Planning Inspectorate and other government
departments, public bodies, other organisations, landowners and members of the public. If
the application proceeds to a pµblic inquiry your evidence will be made available to the
inquiry.

• If the OMA proceeds with the application but it is contested (for example by an affected
landowner), there may be a public inquiry. This will be held locally and if you are unable to
attend your evidence will be given in writing, but is of much greater value if you attend in
person and are prepared to answer questions about it. Inquiries are kept as informal as
possible and the OMA will help you with the procedure.

• The information you give in this statement will be processed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998. It is held by the OMA's Rights of Way Service for the sole purpose of
processing the application for the route referred to.

* Please delete as appropriate
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Protective Marking Scheme Level 3 
Kate Loader 

County Solicitor 
Staffordshire Legal Services 
Staffordshire County Council 

1 Staffordshire Place 
Tipping Street 

Stafford, ST16 2DH 

DX 712320 Stafford 5 
Service: legal.services@staffordshire.gov.uk 

Please ask for: Stephanie Clarkson 
Telephone: 01785 276292 

e-mail:
stephanie.clarkson@staffordshire.gov.uk 

My Ref: 008636DW Your Ref:   Date: 12 September, 2023 

Dear 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 - Definitive Map and Statement   
S53 Application for the upgrade of Public Footpath 82, Mellow Lane, Ipstones Parish 
and upgrade of Public Bridleway 85 Ipstones Parish to that of a Restricted Byway  

In the course of investigating an application under Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 for the upgrade of PF82 (Mellow Lane) Ipstones to that of a Restricted Byway, 
evidence has also been discovered to suggest that Bridleway 85 could also potentially be 
upgraded to that of a Restricted Byway. A plan attached shows the current footpath and 
bridleway.   

I understand that the bridleway passes over or runs adjacent to land which may be in your 
ownership. I should therefore be grateful if you would complete the enclosed questionnaire 
and return it to me by 23rd October 2023. 

Under section 53B of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 the County Council must keep a 
register of all applications made under section 53(5) of the Act. This register is available for 
public inspection and is kept in both paper and electronic format, with the latter being available 
on the Council’s website.  

Among the details which must be included are those of all the affected properties concerned. 
Accordingly, should your property be affected this information will be included on the register. 
This information does not include the name of any owner/occupier, only and merely shows the 
property details. 

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above 
address. 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephanie Clarkson 

Stephanie Clarkson 
on behalf of Kate Loader, County Solicitor. 
SC5 / 008636DW
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From: Landowner 5 

To: Stephanie Clarkson, Legal Officer 

Dated 23rd October 2023 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi Stephanie,  

Further to your recent letter regarding the above, I've attached the completed questionnaire. There 
are a few additional comments: 

 - I hope that you can read my handwriting - do let me know if I need to clarify anything. (It would 
have been easier to complete an electronic form).  

 - Pelham Farm is owned by myself (David Mark Deaville) and Catherine Deaville. We've received 
letters addressed to myself and Catherine Garner (my wife's maiden name from 30 years ago) - I 
suspect that your information comes from the Land Registry as we bought the property before we 
were married. Likewise, Catherine does not live at Uplands, Mollatts Wood Road. Also, our postcode 
is ST13 7QJ not ST13 7PA as per your letter to Pelham Farm. 

 - I've looked on the Staffordshire County Council website and not been able to find any further 
details on the upgrade application to PF82 (Mellow Lane). Might you be able to send me a link? 

 - I've struggled a bit with your form as it seems to be geared to a new right of way rather than an 
upgrade in these circumstances. 

 - In summary, we've owned Pelham Farm since 1994 and have regularly parked vehicles and 
machinery in the track, restricting access to vehicles, whilst allowing access for horses, bicycles and 
walkers. A locked gate was also in place across the track from 2008 to 2020 following a neighbour 
access dispute (where solicitors were involved). Access as a footpath and bridleway was preserved. 
As part of the neighbour dispute, he called out the council bridleway team to see that the track was 
blocked - the council official saw the locked gate and was happy with the gap that had been left to 
allow horse/ bicycle access (but no vehicles other than bicycles). This was in 2008 so records may no 
longer be available at the council to evidence this. 

Hope that helps.  

Kind regards 

 



Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Section 53A(2)(b) 

Proposed upgrading of Footpath no.82 Ipstones Parish, 
to Restricted Byway. 

X";>( Staffordshire 
� County Council 

35@6@000 

Map created at the scale of 1: 10,000 
(facsimiles may vary) 

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2023 
Ordnance Survey AC0000849944. You are not 
permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or 
sell any of this data to third parties in any form. 
Use of this data is subject to the terms and conditions 
shown at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/maps. 
Produced by Staffordshire County Council, 05/09/2023. 
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Route of footpath to be regraded to Restricted 
By way ( A - B) 

- - - - - Footpaths unaffected by proposal

Bridleway no.85 Ipstones Parish ( C - D )
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